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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

. BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHI TE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS UNDER RULE 116 

I hereby request the entry of the following amendment under rule 1 16. This listing of 
claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for using a computer system to permit a reader of 
a text that is presented on a computer display controlled by the computer system 
to optimize the rate at which text is presented, comprising the steps of: 

determining the location on the computer display at which text is being read aloud 
by the reader; 

defining a region of the display as a neutral zone, such that the rate of text 
presentation does not change appreciably when the text being read a4o«d is 
displayed in a neutral zone; and 

d O ming at loaat one additional rogi u n o f tho display as a variabl e zone, wh e re ta 
I h o i qto of text pre se ntation changes a fuu tUu u of tim n w hil n t mr t being rm A 
aloud is displayed in-said variabl e zon e ? 

defining at least o™ additional region of the display as an acceleration zone. 
associated w ith the presentation of text that comes after the text displayed in th e 
iw-ntml ? rme at anv given time, such that while the location at which text is bein g 
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displayed and read is in an acceleration zone, the rats of text presentation 
increases.. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising tho otopa of: 

s«6k&at wh e n th e- location wh or e toxt is boing road corresponds to a variabl e 
zone, wherein said ehaage increase i n rate of text presentation is a function of the 
distance between the location where at which t ext is being read and said neutral 
zone. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , fifirther comprising the step of: 

definin g at least one additional region of the display as a decelerat ion zone, 
a ssociated with the presentation of te xt which comes before the text displayed in 
the neutral zone at anv riven time, such that w hile the text being read is displaye4 
within a deceleration zonc n the rate of text presentation decreases, 
whorcm at l ea st one sa id variable gon e is aa-aeeektfafeon zon e , aoGociato ^with-the 
g rcs c ntatior t of text which com eo after thfrtoxt disp l ay e d in the n e utral zone n t a ny 
given time, ouch that whil e tho text b e in& - rcad aloud is displayed withM t 
acceleration zono, tho rate of toxt pr e s e ntation incre a ses , 

4, The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of defining input to the 
computer system that stops continued scrolling of the text. 
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5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said text is being read aloud 
by said reader. 

at-teast-eae-s aid variable zone is on acc e l e ration zon e ^ associat e d with tho 
pr e s e ntation of t e xt which - com e s - after tho text d i s play e d in th e n e utral zon a at any 
given time, such that whilo tho toxt being read aloud is display e d within an 
ae ooloration zon e , the rate of text presentation inor e a se&^aRd 

at l e ast on e said variablo zono is - a decel e ration zone, associat e d with tho 
proG o ntation of toxt which comes b e for e th e t e xt displayed in tho neutral zon e at 
any giv e n tim e , such that whil e tho toxt being r e ad aloud is displayed - within a 
decoloration zone, the rat e of t e xt pr ese nta ti on - doorcases, 

6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of defining input to the 
computer system that causes the text to scroll backwards. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim + 3 , wherein said decrease in rate of 
text presentation is a function of the distance between the location at which text is 
being read and said neutral zone, 

at l e a s t on o pai d variable zon e is a dec e l e ration zone, associat e d with th e 
pr e s e n t ation of t e xt which cornea before the t e xt display e d in tho neutral zon e at 
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any giv e n timo> Guch that while the te?Et b e ing read aloud is dicplayed within a 
d e c eleration zono,. the rate of text presentation d oor c ases . 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the location at which text is 
being read al o u d is specified using a cursor-control device. 

9. (previously amended) The method of claim 1 f further comprising the step of 
defining at least one zone graphically. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of defining at least one zone 
by using a cursor control device to specify its limits and shape, 

1 1 . (previously amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one zone is 
differentiated from at least one other zone by differing attributes of characters 
displayed within at least two zones. 

12. (previously amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one zone is 
differentiated from at least one other zone by differing attributes of the display 
background within at least two zones. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 4-5, wherein the location at which text is 
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being read is determined by use of software that recognizes human speech. 

15. (previously amended) The method of claim 14, wherein the computer system 
determines the location at which text is being read aloud by comparing what is 
said with what is written in the electronic text, 

16. The method of claim 1> wherein the text is supplied over a network. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein information about the 
location at which text is being read aloud is provided over a network. 

18. (previously amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the cursor is not presented 
on a display device. 

19. (currently amended) A computer memory storage device encoded with a 
computer program for using a computer system to display electronic text 
comprising: 

means for determining the location on the computer display at which text is being 
read aloud by the reader; 



PAGE 6/10 * RCVD AT 617/2004 8:47:38 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:3013658555 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-32 



FROM 



FAX ND. : 3013658555 



Jun. 07 20Q4 08:58AM 



Appn. Number: 09/628,729 (Krause) GAU: 21 78 Response (cont.) 
Page 7 of 10 

means for defining a region of the display as a neutral zone, such that the rate of 
text presentation does not change appreciably when the text being read aloud is 
displayed in a neutral zone; and 



means for defining at least one additional region of the display as an acceleration 
zone, associated with the presentation of text that comes after the text displayed in 
the neutral zone at any given time, such that when the location at which text is 
being displayed and r ead is in an acceleration zone, the rate of text presentation 
increases. 



a vari abl e zon e , w ho roin the rato of text presentation changes - as a function of 
tim e while toxt hoing read aloud is dioplay e d in said variabl e zone. 

(currently amended) A computer system for displaying electronic text comprising: 

a display device controlled by the computer, said display device imaging a portion 
of said text controlled by the computer system; 



means for detennining the location on the computer display at which text is being 
read aloud by the reader, 
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means for defining a region of the display as a neutral zone, such that the rate of 
text presentation does not change appreciably when the text being read aloud is 
displayed in a neutral zone; and 

means for defining at least one additional region of the display as an acceleration 
zone, associated with the presentation of text that comes after the text displayed in 
the neutral zone at any given time, such that when the location at which text is 
being displayed and read is in an acceleration zone, the rate of text presentation 
increases, 

anvafia bl o zon e , wher e in tho rato of t e xt presentation changes og a function of 
tim e while tox 4r b e ing r e ad aloud io displayed in said variable zon a . 

m e ans for varying tho rate at which t e xt is pr e s e nted in respons e to the result of 
th e location determining step. - 
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